UNITED STATES PERMANENT MISSION TO THE 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
Department of State 
Washington, DO. 20520 



No. 60-B 



The United States Permanent Mission to the Organization of 
American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the 
Organization and has the honor to transmit the enclosed explanation of vote 
by the United States in favor of AG/RES. 2 (XXXVII-E/09), adopted at the 
meeting of the Thirty- Seventh Special Session of the OAS General 
Assembly on July 4, 2009. 

The Permanent Mission of the United States respectfully requests that 
this note and enclosure be included in the official proceedings of the Thirty- 
Seventh Special Session of the General Assembly, and avails itself of this 
opportunity to renew to the General Secretariat the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 




General Secretariat 



Organization of American States, 



Washington, D.C. July 9, 2009. 



Explanation of Vote 



The United States of America fully supports Resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXXVII -E/09), 
which suspends the Republic of Honduras from the exercise of its right to participate in 
the Organization of American States as a result of the interruption of the democratic order 
of that State. The United States of America regrets the necessity of this measure, and 
looks forward to its lifting and the resumption by Honduras of its participation as soon as 
its democratic order is restored. 

The United States of America supports the invocation by the Resolution of Articles 20 
and 21 of the Inter- American Democratic Charter, and notes that Article 9 of the Charter 
of the Organization of American States is the source of authority for the suspension of the 
right of participation of a Member State when its democratically constituted government 
has been overthrown by force. 



